
BLACK, DIANE-House of Representatives-/DC Total: 33

Control No. Status Letter Date Received Subject Last Action

AL-13-000-5920 Closed May 22, 2013 May 30, 2013 QUESTIONS/ REQUESTING INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCY'S PARTICIPATION
IN THE STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM (SLRP)

Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-15-001-2055 Closed Jul 28, 2015 Jul 29, 2015 OZONE NATIONAL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS (NAAQS) ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-14-001-1070 Closed Jun 12, 2014 Jun 17, 2014 EMISSION GUIDELINES FOR EXISTING STATIONARY SOURCES: ELECTRIC
UTILITY GENERATING UNITS

ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-15-000-4746 Closed Dec 19, 2014 Jan 28, 2015 CARBON POLLUTION EMISSION GUIDELINES FOR EXISTING STATIONARY
SOURCES: ELECTRIC UTILITY GENERATING UNITS

ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-12-000-6737 Closed Apr 16, 2012 Apr 16, 2012 2012 ENERGY STAR AWARD WINNER Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-12-001-2897 Closed Aug 01, 2012 Aug 03, 2012 RENEWABLE FUELS STANDARD (RFS) ADMIN Cheryl MacKay CC aborted due
to user office changed.

AL-13-000-6456 Closed Jun 17, 2013 Jun 18, 2013 SEEKING CLARIFICATION ON FOUNDRY ENFORCEMENT Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-14-001-0098 Closed May 22, 2014 May 28, 2014 REQUEST THAT THE EPA PROVIDE A LONG COMMENT PERIOD ON ITS UP-
COMING REGULATION OF GREENHOUSE GASES FROM EXISTING POWER
PLANTS

ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-11-000-2674 Closed Feb 15, 2011 Feb 23, 2011 BOILER MACT Cassaundra Eades Control Closed

AL-11-000-5941 Closed Apr 14, 2011 Apr 18, 2011 REGARDING THE "CLEAN WATER PROTECTION GUIDANCE" FOR REGULATORY
REVIEW

Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-11-001-3062 Closed Jul 27, 2011 Aug 03, 2011 CONCERNS WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OIL SPILL PREVENTION,
CONTROL AND COUNTERMEASURE (SPCC) RULE FOR FARMERS AND RANCH-
ERS

Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-16-000-1223 Closed Nov 04, 2015 Nov 04, 2015 RE: RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD (RFS) Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-16-000-0876 Closed Oct 16, 2015 Oct 27, 2015 REGARDING THE EFFECTS THE ADMINISTRTION'S PHASE 2 GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS STANDARDS AND FUEL EFFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR MEDI-
UM- AND HEAVY- DUTY ENGINES AND VEHICLES WILL HAVE ON THE PRODU-
CERS AND CONSUMERS OF GLIDER KITS, GLIDER VEHICLES AND REMANU-
FACTURED ENGINES

Kathy Mims Control Closed

AL-18-001-0515 Pending Aug 29, 2018 Sep 05, 2018 CONCERN ABOUT RECENT INJUCTION GRANTED BY THE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA REGARDING THE 2015
CLEAN WATER RULE: DEFINITION OF "WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES" ("THE
WOTUS RULE")

Sineta Brown Reassigns control from
Wanda Fields to Sineta Brown

AL-11-000-3025 Closed Feb 23, 2011 Feb 28, 2011 EPA'S PROPOSED RULE TO RECONSIDER A RECENTLY ISSUED 2008 NATION-
AL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARD (NAAQS) FOR GROUND LEVEL OZONE

ADMIN Cheryl MacKay CC aborted due
to user office changed.

AL-11-000-4972 Closed Mar 29, 2011 Mar 30, 2011 REGARDING REGULATION OF PARTICULATE MATTER (PM10) ADMIN John Millett CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-15-000-3443 Closed Dec 15, 2014 Dec 16, 2014 PROPOSED RULE REGARDING THE CHANGE OF LISTING STATUS FOR CER-
TAIN SUBSTITUTES UNDER THE SNAP PROGRAM

ADMIN Cheryl MacKay CC aborted due
to user office changed.

AL-13-000-7958 Closed Jul 24, 2013 Aug 01, 2013 RE: EPA PROPOSED RULE: REVISIONS TO EXISTING REQUIREMENTS AND Kathy Mims Control Closed
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NEW REQUIREMENTS OR SECONDARY CONTAINMENT AND OPERATOR TRAIN-
ING (EPA-HQ-UST-2011-0301)

AL-15-000-9901 Closed Jun 01, 2015 Jun 09, 2015 RE: ENERGY STAR PROGRAM ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-16-001-0297 Closed Jun 23, 2016 Jul 20, 2016 QUESTIONS / REGARDING STAY OF THE CLEAN POWER PLAN (CPP) Cassaundra Eades approved and closed
control

AL-16-000-9058 Closed Jun 08, 2016 Jun 10, 2016 THE RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD (RFS) Cassaundra Eades approved and closed
control

AL-16-001-1790 Closed Aug 26, 2016 Aug 31, 2016 CONCERNS WITH THE ADMINISTRATION'S FINALIZED PHASE 2GHG/FE STAND-
ARDS FOR MEDIUM- AND HEAVY-DUTY VEHICLES

Kathy Mims approved and closed control

AL-17-001-0325 Closed Jun 01, 2017 Jun 21, 2017 POLLUTION FROM BAGGETTS GRAIN INC. Cassaundra Eades Closure Request Ap-
proved

AL-11-000-2962 Closed Feb 23, 2011 Feb 25, 2011 BOILER MACT Cassaundra Eades Control Closed

AL-14-001-0949 Closed Jun 13, 2014 Jun 16, 2014 THE EPA'S REVISED NEW SOURCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (NSPS) FOR
NEW RESIDENTIAL WOOD HEATERS

ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-15-001-0595 Closed Jun 17, 2015 Jun 25, 2015 RE: NATIONAL AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS (NAAQS) FOR GROUND
LEVEL OZONE IS FINALIZED

ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-15-001-1437 Closed Jul 14, 2015 Jul 15, 2015 CLAY MACT ADMIN Josh Lewis CC aborted due to
user office changed.

AL-14-000-0792 Closed Oct 30, 2013 Oct 31, 2013 RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARDS ADMIN Cheryl MacKay CC aborted due
to user office changed.

AL-14-000-4913 Closed Feb 07, 2014 Feb 07, 2014 2,4-D SPRAY DRIFT Cassaundra Eades Closure Request Ap-
proved

AL-14-000-9245 Closed May 01, 2014 May 07, 2014 WATERS OF THE U.S. Cassaundra Eades Control Closed

AL-16-000-8692 Closed May 19, 2016 May 31, 2016 WIND ENERGY PROJECT PROPOSED BY APEX CLEAN ENERGY IN CRAB
ORCHARD, TENNESSEE

Cassaundra Eades Closure Request Ap-
proved

AL-16-000-7153 Closed Apr 20, 2016 Apr 20, 2016 CONCERNS WITH EPA REGION 10 FUNDED WHATSUPSTREAM.COM WEBSITE
AND CAMPAIGN

Kathy Mims Closure Request Approved

AL-19-000-1307 Pending Oct 03, 2018 Nov 26, 2018 2019 RENEWABLE VOLUME OBLIGATIONS (RVO) Maria Carroll Assign OAR-OTAQ as lead
office
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MAC THORNi3ERRY 
1 3TH 1liSTRtCi"	 } 

TsxAs

Congress of tihe LJnited Stiaties 
House of Representatives


January 9, 2017

ARMBLI SERVICES Ck)MMITTEr 
C} IAI RM AN 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460-0001 

Dear Administrator McCarthy, 

I an1 writing to request a 120-day exten gion for the operator survey deadline in compliance with 
the "Information Collection Effort for Oil and Gas Facilities." 

As you know, many oil and gas producers have recently received an Information Collection 
Request (ICR) from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to develop regulations to 
reduce methane einissions from existing sources in the oil and natural gas industiy. While 
facilities were given 180 days to comply with the IRC, operators were only given 60 days. 

I have several small producers in my district with limited resources that are struggling to stay in 
business with the currently depressed oil and gas marlcet. According to EPA estimates, it will 
cost the oil and gas industry $18 million to comply with the operator survey portion of the IRC. 
Compliance could cost some small producers several thousand dollars, and many could find it 
irnpossible to meet the short, two-month deadline. The potential penalty of more than $90,000 
per day for non-compliance would be enough to put several producers completely out of 
business. 

In light of the current,oil and gas market and the burden faced by small operators to comply with 
the IRC, I respectfully request that you grant a 120-day extension for the operator' survey 
deadline within your rules and regulations.

Sincerely, 

Mac Thornberry 
Member 6f Congress 

WMT/MS 
Cc: Ms. Brenda Shine, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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MAC THORNBERRY
	

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 
13TH DISTRICT
	

CHAIRMAN 
TEXAS

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives


January 9, 2017 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460-0001 

Dear Administrator McCarthy, 

I am writing to request a 120-day extension for the operator survey deadline in compliance with 
the "Information Collection Effort for Oil and Gas Facilities." 

As you know, many oil and gas producers have recently received an Information Collection 
Request (ICR) from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to develop regulations to 
reduce methane emissions from existing sources in the oil and natural gas industry. While 
facilities were given 180 days to comply with the IRC, operators were only given 60 days. 

I have several small producers in my district with limited resources that are struggling to stay in 
business with the currently depressed oil and gas market. According to EPA estimates, it will 
cost the oil and gas industry $18 million to comply with the operator survey portion of the IRC. 
Compliance could cost some small producers several thousand dollars, and many could find it 
impossible to meet the short, two-month deadline. The potential penalty of more than $90,000 
per day for non-compliance would be enough to put several producers completely out of 
business. 

In light of the current oil and gas market and the burden faced by small operators to comply with 
the IRC, I respectfully request that you grant a 120-day extension for the operator survey 
deadline within your rules and regulations.

Sincerely, 

/ L ? 
Mac Thornberry 
Member of Congress 

WMT/MS 
Cc: Ms. Brenda Shine, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Congress of the C.^nited States 
j 1^}c,:. : , t. i	1:,.	^Zt: ti, . 

iVlai-clh 1, 2017 
I'lie Honorable Scott Pruitt

^\11{(	Ci;.v)t I.^  

Adrnirnistrator 
Environmet7tal Protection Ageney 
Mai 1 Code 1 I 01 A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Wasthington, DC 20460-0001 

Dear Adrninistrator Pruitt, 

As you begin the process of revicwing the rules and regulations of the previous Administration, I 
respectfully ask that you i-escirnd the pending "hllbrmation Collection Effort for Oil and Gas 
Facilities" that was issucd on November 10, 2016. 

As you know, the Environmental 11'rotection Agency (EPA) has issued a firnal Inlormation Collection 
Request (ICR) to require oil and natural gas producel;s and faeilities to provide infoi-mation to  
develop regtilations for inetliane emissions from existing sources. 

Tlhe EPA is allowing a6t7-day extension to comply wit}h the final ICR to individual produceirs that 
ask directly. However, the eost and tinie commim7ent for cornpliance remains a heavy burden on 
producers and facilities. "I -his is especially true for the many independent prodtucers in rny distr-ict 
that are struggling with a depi-essed oil a►ld gas market. 

According to the EPA's own estimates, this ICR will cost the oil and gas industry $42 million to 
comply. I apprec.iate the EPA's previous i-esponse that fines for noncompliance ai-e not being 
assessed at this time. However, shcnilcl formal actiion be brought against a producer oi- facility, heavy 
fines could still be imposed by a judge or administrative judicial office. 

As you are well aware, the current oil and gas rnarket lias been a hardsliip on struggling producers, 
and its decline has been a drag on many local economies aci-oss the country. Keeping the regulatory 
burden of the fCR in place will only serve to exacerbate this hardship. 

Witllin your rules and regulations, I respectfull y ask that you fully rescind the oil and gas 1CR. 
`I'hank you for your prompt attention to this inatter.

Sincerely, 

Mac Thornberi-y 
Membet- of Congress 

wMT'JM S

W^.



.UCon M carwy►. 

Jerry Moran 
United States Senator

taXhall,-Roger 	 M.D. 
Member of Congress 

Lnitgrrs-ri nf tilc 3Aniteb .*tatrs 
`` ZI'Siliillittitll, 0T c051ir


March 9, 2017 

Mr. Christopher Grundler 
Director, Office of Transportation and Air Quality 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW I MC 6401A 
Washington, DC 20460 

RE: Grain Sorghum Oil Biodiesel Pathway Petition 

Dear Mr. Grundler: 

On behalf of the sorghum farmers from each of our respective states, we write to request 
that the EPA move to expeditiously approve a pathway for the production of biofuels from grain 
sorghum oil under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS). 

Sorghum is primarily grown in arid regions where limited water supplies can present 
challenges to other grains, making it an important crop for many of the farmers we represent. In 
2016, about 6.8 million acres of sorghum were planted across the country. Sorghum production 
is projected to be almost 500 million bushels this year, with nearly 25 percent of the bushels 
being used for the production of biofuels. 

As you know, on July 29, 2016, a renewable fuel pathway petition was submitted to your 
office by the National Sorghum Producers (NSP) for the production of biofuels from grain 
sorghum oil. Subsequent to the July submission, a request was made for supplemental data, 
which was provided on January 18, 2017. Under law, a petition can be handled expeditiously 
with an approval letter when the feedstock meets the criteria and is equivalent to an approved 
feedstock, such as corn oil in this instance. 

Several grain sorghum ethanol production facilities have already installed the technology 
necessary to separate sorghum oil from distiller's grains. However, because sorghum oil is not 
yet approved to produce biofuels, it is at a two-cent per pound disadvantage compared to corn 
oil. For these facilities "to provide a competitive price to sorghum farmers, it is important that a 
pathway for producing biofuels from this oil be approved. 

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and ask that you provide our offices 
with timelv updates as to the agency's progress in considering the petition. 

Sincerely, 

PRlNTED CN REGYClEO PAPER



*RoyBRIluupt 4 
United States Senator

iO4^ . 

Deb Fischer 
United States Senator 

Tom Cole 
Member of Congress

w 47^41/ 
13 lake Farenthold 
Member of Congress

^ ♦ 
Claire McCas ill 
United States Senator 

SM^^ 
Benjamin Sasse 
United States Senator 

Mac Thornberry 
Member of Congress

IZoberts 
Jnited States Senator 

Member of Congress 

Z^,	s	
I 

Adrian Smith  
Member of Congress 

^ 
L	 Jeilkins, PA
	

Frank Lucas 
Member of Congress
	

Member of Congress 
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Mei-nber of Congress 

Lou Barletta 

Membei- of C'ongress

Member of Con— we ss 

Mae Thornbet+y 
Mciiiber of Congress "I 

Ann Wagner
	

Bob Gibbs	

♦ 
Meniber ot'Congress 

	
Mei-nber of Congress 
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Bruce Westerman	 Doug Lamborn 

Member of Congress	 Mem	t' ongress 

ohn Rutherford	 Vevein4Cramner 

Mike Kelf, 

Membei- of Congr9§s 

-  

And A!aM 4yy ar 
Meiyiber of Congress 

/rent

Fra ^ 
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.9n, o ,	

)-ress Membero) ongress 

y XA"Ijr"- 

Meinber of Congress 

'red S. Yoho, DV, 

Meniber of Comi-,V's 

organ s. 

ber of C

Mimi Walters 
Met-nber of Congress 

Steve Chabot 

Member of Congress 

Vicky Hartzier 

Member of Congress 

rt Aderholt 
Met-nber of Congress 

D	a o 

Meniber of Congress 

Kristi Noem 

M eniber o f Congress
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Chuck FleisIChmann 
Member of Congress 

t TilpDton
	

Dan Ne Ouse 
Member of Congress	 Member of Congress A 
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Aike Bo'st 
Member of Congress 

Glenn Grothman 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress
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Ralph Abraham 
Mei-nber of Congress
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MAc THORNBERRY 
13TH DISTRICC


TEXAS

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives


May 23, 2017

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Mail Code 11 O l A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460-0001 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

As you continue to evaluate modifications to current regulations, I respectfully ask that you 
consider the attached request from the Honorable Jason Brinkley, the Cooke County Judge. 

In 2016, the EPA reduced the threshold for Non-Methane Organic Compounds (NMOCs) above 
which landfill owners/operators must install a gas collection and control system. This will place 
a high burden on small landfills, like the Texoma Area Solid Waste Authority, with limited 
budgets that may not have the resources available to install a new system. 

Within your rules and regulations, I ask that you give this request your full consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mac Thornberry 
Member of Congress 

WMT/MS 
Enclosure 

620 SOUTH TAYLOR STREET, SUITE 200
	

2208 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
	 2525 KELL BOULEVARD, SUITE 406 

AnnARILLO, TX 79101-2436	 WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4313	 WICHITA FALLS, TX 76308-1061 

	

PHONE: 806-371-8844	 PHGNE: 202-225-3706	 PHONE: 940-692-1700 

	

FAx:806-371-7044
	

FAx:202-225-3486
	 FAx: 940-692-0539 
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^DltN 
Jasb^i B^'^luey 

Coun^ Judge 
101 South Dixon Street	 ^	:^ `^ t'^` ? -^	 Phone: (940)668-5435 
Gainesville, Texas 76240	 Fax: (940)668-5440 

April 27, 2017 

Congressman Mac Thornberry 
2208 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-4313 

ow

Re: EPA rules regarding Non-Methane Organic Compounds 

Congressman Thornberry, 

In 2016, the EPA implemented a new rule for landfills, reducing the threshold for Non- 
Methane Organic Compounds (NMOCs) from a 50 Mg threshold to 34 Mg threshold. Once this 
threshold is reached by a landfill, it would be required to install a landfill gas collection system 
(LGCS).

kt 

Since 2000, Cooke County and the City of Gainesville have partnered with the Cities of 
Sherman and Denison and with Grayson County to run the Texoma Area Solid Waste Authority 
(TASWA). TASWA provides sold waste and recycling services to its five members, as well as 
several other communities in our region. TASWA is a comparably small landfill with a yearly 
operating budget of approximately $4 million. If the current standards remain in place, TASWA 
will be forced to spend over $2 million to install a LGCS by 2020, with an additional yearly 
operating cost for the system exceeding $100,000. Given TASWA's operating budget, such a 
significant cost would require TASWA to seek other sources of funding or financing to pay for 
the improvements. Prior to the changes in 2016, TASWA had anticipated needing a LGCS 
sometime after 2025 and had been planning accordingly for the past several years to have 
adequate savings by that time to pay for such a system. 

Therefore, I ask for your help in asking the Trump Administration to consider rolling 
back the 2016 EPA decision, allowing TASWA to save taxpayer dollars and ending an 
unnecessary and overly burdensome regulation. 

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss his issue further, please let me know. 


Thank you, 

.00 A'/ 
';^^ 

Jason Brinkley 
County Judge 

jason.brinkley@co.cooke.tx.us 	 www.co.cooke.tx.us



Tongress of 14-c Untteb 50 taties

WasIlircotnzl, PC 20515


July 3 l, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Williatn Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 PeiuZsylvania Ave., NW 
Mail Code: 1101A 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

We write to express our concern related to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) 
proposed rule, "Financial Responsibility Requirenzents Under CERCLA 108(b) for Classes of 
Facilities in the Hardrock Mining Industry," which was published in the Federal Register on 
January 11, 2017 (82 Fed. Reg. 3388). 

This proposed regulation is duplicative; unnecessaiy and punitive to an industry that generates 
more than 1.2 million jobs and provides approximately $3 trillion in added vahie to Anierica's 
gross domestic product (GDP). 

We greatly appreciate the comment period extension EPA granted earlier this year, wliich was 
necessary to allow stakeholders an opportunity for thoughtfi,il review and comment on this 
complex and important issue. 

Today, we reiterate sevcral troubling issues already raised throughout the rulemaking process. 
The fact remains that EPA's rule seeks to impose excessive and duplicative financial assurance 
obligations on the hardrock mining and mineral processing (HRM) industry, which will lead to 
needlessly damaging economic consequences for the industry without yielding even nominal 
environmental benefits. 

Moreover, EPA's impntdent proposal sets a bad.precedent for otlier industry sectors identified by 
the agency as targets for future CERCLA financial responsibility rules, including chemical 
manufacturing, oil and gas, and electric utilities. 

As it stands, the EPA's proposed nile will produce a duplicative layer of financial responsibility 
regulations on top of the financial obligations already mandated by existing state and federal 
regulations. We do not believe tliat EPA's assessment of the HRM industry appropriately 
accounted for the eomprehensive federal and state programs and associated financial assurance 
safeguards already in place. These programs ensure that al1 phases of inining, reclamation, 
closure and post-closure are designed and operated to provide protection against the very same 
risks EPA seeks to address in the rule. If EPA finalizes this rule as proposed, the agency will 
usurp states' regulatory purview and needlessly duplicate stringent state and federal 
requirements.

PfliNTED ON RECYCLE-D PAPEft



ark Ainodei 
Member of Congress 

^ 

T nt Franks 
ember of C ngress

EPA's Regulatory Impact Analysis estimates that this rule will impose $7.1 billion in new 
financial responsibility obligations on the HRM industry. See 82 Fed. Reg. at 3392. According to 
EPA's data, the proposed rule will require HRM facilities to incur $171 million per year in new 
financial responsibility costs, while only saving the government $15.5 inillion per year. Id. at 
3440. 

Analyses conducted by affected industries include more comprehensive considerations and 
assumptions based on knowledge of industry operations. Such analyses estirnate the cost of this 
new federal program to be significantly higlier than EPA's already-crippling projections. 

The higli costs of conlpliance with the rule will further discourage domestic mineral production 
and styinie future investment and development opportunities. In turn, this regulation will 
increase our nation's import reliance on metals and minerals from foreign countries—putting the 
United States domestic manufactui-ing, energy, and national security sectors at a major 
competitive disadvantage. This nile will also liave substantial adverse impacts on local 
economies that depend on high-paying, living-wage HRM industry jobs to support families and 
generate sufficient tax revenue for local a.nd state governments. 

We understand that EPA is cturently under a court order to issue a notice of final action by Dec. 
1, 2017. As such, we strongly urge you to review and carefully consider industry and 
Congressional input. In faet, the House Appropriations Committee passed the Interior and 
Environment Appropriations bill earlier this month with language prohibiting the agency from 
finalizing the rule in its cunent form. 

It is our hope that you will conclude, as we have, that this rulemaking is duplicative and 
unnecessary on account of existent, robust financial responsibility requireinents already in place 
at the state and federal level. The current nilemaking is unnecessary. The agency sliould choose 
the "no action" alternative and allow the current requirements already in place to continue. 

Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact our offices if we can be 
of further assistance in these matters.

Sincerely,
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oug LaMalfa 
Member of Congress

^ : 
Ted S. Ybho, D.V.M. 
Member of Congress

^^ .._. ^ 
Scott Tipton 
Meinber of Congress 
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Roger Marshall, M.D.	 Tom Einmer 
Member of Congress
	

Mernber of Congress 
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Member of Congress
	 Mem er of Congress 
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Mike John on 
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ken Buck 
Member of Congress 
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RauI R. Labrador 
Member of Congress 

Kevin Cramer 
Member of Congress 

.^_. -_	 .. 
David G. 
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Valadao 
Member of Congress
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Alex M ney 
of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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Cathy McMorris Rodgers	 Rob Bishop 
Metnber of Congress	 Membez' of Congress 

A ^ 
Dave Brat	 Bill Johnso 
Member of Congress	 Member of Congress 



David Schweikert 
Member of Congress
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Steve King 

Member of Congress 
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Da id McKinley 
M ber of Congress 

Doug Lamborn 
Member of Congress
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Don Youn 
Meinber of Congress
	

Meinber Congress 

-TztNU6An- 	
%O&IgAw-te-

Tim Murphy
	

/Walter Jones 
Meinber of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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Bill Flores 
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November 1, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator 1 I OlA 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Administrator Pruitt: 

For over a decade, the American people have been forced to live with the Rcnewable Fuel Standard (RFS), a well- 
intentioned but deeply flawed policy that has negatively impacted families and businesses across the United 
States. 

When the RFS was first passed in 2005, it was designed to reduce our country's dependence on foreign oil, to 
protect the environment, and to revitalize rural America. However, as we look in the rear-view mirror, it's clear 
that the RFS accomplished none of these goals. 

By diverting more than 35 percent of the annual corn harvest to fuel additive, the RFS has raised the cost of 
(ivestock production, increased food price volatility and insecurity, decreased fuel efficiency, damaged small- 
engine equipment, hurt the environment, and chipped away at household budgets. The combined effects of this 
ethanol mandate have created a hidden tax on every American consumer. Simply put, in its current state, the RFS 
has run out of gas. 

American families and our economy have shouldered the costs of the failed ethanol mandate for far too long. As 
Members of Congress representing communities in every region of the United States, we urge the EPA to 
continue to acknowledge that the RFS has significant pitfalls and costs in future rulemaking. 

We look forward to working with you to put forth well-founded biofuels policies that reflect market realities and 
benefit American families and businesses.
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October 3, 2018 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler 
Acting Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Acting Administrator Wheeler, 

We write to express significant concern with the proposed 2019 Renewable Volume Obligations 
(RVO) under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). The proposed RVO would constitute a breach 
of the ethanol blendwall, jeopardizing automobile reliability and harming American consumers. 

Through the Energy Independence and Security Act of2007 (EISA), Congress expanded the RFS. 
The expansion included mandating an annual increase of biofuel to be blended and consumed in 
the nation's motor fuel supply, with the intent to reach 36 billion gallons of biofuel by 2022. In 
2007, the market assumptions regarding the future transportation fuel in the United States were 
very different from the realities of the market today. Since 2007, we have seen motor gasoline 
demand projections decline. Demand is 12 percent less than where it was expected under the RFS 
and will be 22 percent lower than the RFS forecasted by 2022. Domestic energy production has 
significantly increased - a reversal from the market assumptions that formed the cornerstone of 
the necessity for mandated volumes in the RFS. 

Keeping in mind increased fuel efficiency has led to a shrinking gasoline demand, continual rise 
of the biofuel blending level requirements has exacerbated the onset of the 10 percent blendwall -
the point at which the gasoline supply is saturated with the maximum amount of ethanol that 
current vehicles, engines, and infrastructure can safely accommodate and consume. We agree with 
the EPA' s 2014 conclusion that the 10 percent blend wall is a binding constraint on the RFS, but 
unfortunately, none of the subsequent rulemakings, nor the current 2019 proposal, have alleviated 
our concerns of breaches to the agreed upon percentage. 

EPA acknowledges that its RVO proposals are intended to increase the use of higher ethanol blends 
in order to meet the EISA mandate. However, blends like E15 and E85 raise concerns and now 
prove to be impractical and unnecessary. Both blends are still only available at less than two 
percent of gas stations and sales represent a mere one-tenth of 1 percent of overall gasoline 
demand. After more than a decade of implementation, studies have shown economic harm and risk 
to consumers, especially those with classic cars, boats, lawn equipment, motorcycles, and 
snowmobiles. The Coordinating Research Council (CRC) found that E 15 could damage engines 
and fuel systems and may void manufacturers' warranties. Furthermore, it will take years to build 
out a compatible vehicle fleet and install the necessary retail infrastructure to accommodate the 
higher blends of ethanol - blends consumers have already demonstrated they do not want. In the 
meantime, consumers lose with possible misfuelling and a higher cost of driving. Understandably, 
consumers have out right rejected these higher ethanol blends, despite the RFS's decade legacy. 
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Congress will continue its work toward a bipartisan solution to dealing with the RPS. As this work 
continues, it is critical that the EPA keeps blending requirements below the 10 percent blendwall 
and to help limit the economic harm this program has already caused. 
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